
Big Spring Master Gardener Association
Meeting Minutes

Date: October 14, 2014
Place: Greene County Extension Office
Time: 6 pm

Meeting:  Association Monthly Meeting

Attendees:  Heather Youngblood, Lamar Neas, Virginia Williams, Phyllis Conner, Jeanie Jackson, , 
Wolf Spendel, Jerry Kische, Ken Harrison, Darlene Moore, Randi Nott, Lois Blanks, George Blanks

Speaker-Lamar Neas Soil and Agronomy of Greene County
Here are some highlights of Lamar's very informative talk:
Lamar explained that rocks can tell a lot about a place and its history.  An example is along the sides
of highways, where the road crew had to cut away the hillside in order to pave the road.  What is 
left is a cross-section of rock formations created during movement and changes in the earth.  
There are three types of rock: Igneous, Sedimentary and Metamorphic.  Sedimentary rock is the 
closest to the surface of the ground and is in the soil. One half of soil content is rock particles of 
various sizes.  Greene County soils are primarily either shale-based (northwest Greene County) or 
limestone-based (southeast Greene County). Success in gardening relies on knowing how to deal 
with these types of soils.
Limestone is slow to break down and is gray in color.  This soil has larger particles and is loose and 
easier to work with.  Water soaks in quickly.  Limestone soils are more forgiving to overworking.
Shale is layered and breaks down quickly into smaller particles that pack down and harden quickly. 
This makes it harder to work because it looses its texture quickly when overworked.
It is very important to incorporated organic matter into shale soils, using compost and/or a cover 
crop. Mulching will help hold moisture.
Test: Squeeze soil in your hand; if it doesn't fall apart it's too wet to work.  If it is shale soil, 
working it will be especially damaging.

Meeting was called to order at 6:20pm by President Lamar Neas

September Minutes-stand as written



Treasurer's Report-Michele was not present but emailed the report as follows:

Committees and Projects Reports-Lamar
Boys & Girls Club-Virginia 
Virginia reported that the groundhog is still a problem in the garden.  A live trap was set, but a 
possum was caught instead of the groundhog. They are still working on the problem and are 
determined to solve it. The group planted cabbage and it was gone two days later.  More will be 
planted soon.  Radishes and greens are coming up.

Christmas Parade-no report

Cookbook Fundraiser
There are still 110 cookbooks available for sale.  Lamar said that his wife was impressed with the 
cookbook and suggested that it would make a wonderful Christmas gift.

Dickson-Williams-Heather 
The Green Giant Arborvitae have been ordered.  They will be planted in November. The project has 
received pledges totaling $150 so far with more to come.  Spring bulbs and pansies will also be 
planted.  Once the trees have arrived, a workday will be announced. 

Oct 2014 Financial Report

Beginning balance 7563.80 

Advance return - Tusculum View Elem 100.00
Booth fees - Sustainability Fare 15.00
Donation - Sustainability Fare 50.00
Jackson, Jeanie - Cookbook 12.00
Cash box kitty - Sust. Fare 150.00
Silent Auction of Chicken coop - Sust. Fare 350.00
Cook book sales - Sust. Fare 252.00
Neas, Lamar - essay donation - Sust. Fare 75.00
Nott, Randi - rain garden plants - SF 50.00
Donation bucket - Sust. Fare 12.00
Jackson, Jeanie - rain garden plants - SF 150.00

Income: 1216.00 

Cash box kitty - Sust. Fare (150.00)

1st place essay winner - Sust. Fare (50.00)
2nd place essay winner - Sust. Fare (30.00)
3rd place essay winner - Sust. Fare (20.00)
Goldman, Mary - Supplies - Sust. Fare (100.17)

Walker, Bev - Supplies - Sust. Fare (221.48)
Gilliland, Jeff - Supplies - Sust. Fare (43.90)

Grubbs, Emily - Supplies - NG Museum (138.82)

Expenses: (754.37)

Ending balance 8025.43 



Fairgrounds Landscape
Jerry reported that he and Pat have continued with weeding and that some plants are still blooming.

Food Bank
Melody reported that fall greens have been planted.

MG Lab
Teresa is now in the lab on Thursdays

Nathanael Greene Museum
Jerry continues to weed the beds as needed. 

New Hope Cemetery-Randi
Nettie Day in September- Tusculum students came to help.  They raked up the large amount of 
hickory nuts that had fallen.  A local Eagle Scout built two pergolas and the students helped with 
that as well.  Two sections of the fence have been taken down.  Patricia put in some new plants.
“Whispers from the Grave” was held last Sunday at the Shiloh Church.  The program featured 
Charles Kennedy, who has family buried in the cemetery.  Randi has copies of the DVD from the 
Heartland TV program that featured the cemetery project for anyone interested in purchasing one.

2015 Plant Sale-Phyllis
The plant sale team met yesterday.  Seeds on hand were inventoried and a plant list for the sale was 
decided on.  The team plans to request $750 for the project budget.  The January 13th monthly 
membership meeting will be held at the greenhouse in order to familiarize everyone with the 
project.

Soup Kitchen-Randi
There are now 13 beds in the garden.  The new soup kitchen team has 10 members. Tomorrow 
(10/15) will be the first workday for the new team. The soup kitchen executive board is now a 
501c3. Randi will act as liaison between the MG team and the board.

Sustainability Fare-Wolf
George and Lois Blanks' Mason Bee booth was the highlight of the event with visitors. 

Extension Report-Melody
-November meeting will be election time.  Nominations will be taken from the floor, votes will be 
written on paper, the office ladies will tally the votes and report back. 
-Melody passed out copies of the bylaws and board member roles. These can be found on the 
BSMGA website. 
-Master Gardener Winter School February 25-27. Everyone would benefit from attending.  Melody 
has reserved 8 hotel rooms.  If you plan to attend, contact Melody as soon as possible.
-Packets will be given to Committee/Team leaders that include 2014 Evaluation Forms and 2015 
Project Request Forms.  These packets are due back to Melody by November 28, to allow time for 
her to complete end-of-year reports to UT. 
-All MG's are required to complete a MG Memo of Agreement.  See Melody if you have not 
completed this form.
-Volunteer hours are due by November 28.  
-A new coordinator for the Master Gardener program has been hired.  She will be visiting the 
Greene County office in November to meet with the team leaders.  Melody will contact them when 
a date has been determined. 
- A Social Media list was handed out to everyone.  Melody encourages all teams to post project 
activities to get more exposure for the projects and BSMGA.



-Christmas Party December 16th 6 pm Clyde Austin 4-H Lodge.  Melody has a potluck sign up 
sheet. (This will be in lieu of the regular meeting.)

Old Business
Festival of Nations at Notre Dame Catholic Church
Jerry, Phyllis and Beth represented BSMGA.  Jerry reported that the event was very successful and 
had record breaking attendance.

New Business
Plant Sale budget-
 The team requested $750 to purchase seeds, plant plugs, pots and soil for the project.  Randi 
motioned that the entire amount be funded.  Jerry seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

2015 Sustainability Fare vote 
Lamar asked for discussion on having the event in 2015.  Topics of discussion included (but were 
not limited to): 
-Were the hours spent on the project worth the outcome?
-Is the event considered a fundraiser or solely education/community service?
-The term “Sustainability” should be further defined as it relates to the MG scope/focus.  This event
could grow beyond the group's mission.
-Wolf mentioned that he is involved with the Agriculture group of the Greene County Partnership 
and that the GCP is pursuing a Sustainability event, but it would be several years before one 
happened. Randi suggested that perhaps the MG's should be a component of the Partnership's event 
instead of being the organizing entity.
-The Purpose of the BSMGA, as written in the bylaws, was reviewed. 
-All present agreed the event is needed in the community, some feel the event should be organized 
by another entity instead of BSMGA.
-George Blanks proposed and made a motion to work with Wolf (and other interested members) to 
draft a vision of what the 2015 event might look like.  Wolf would present it at the November 
meeting.  Wolf seconded.  Motion passed. 
-Lamar asked for an informal straw poll of those present as to whether they would approve the 
event to continue next year.  The majority voted No.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:25pm

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 11, 2104 at 10 am
ELECTIONS TAKE PLACE AT THE MEETING!!!

December meeting: Christmas Party Potluck Dinner 
Tuesday, December 16, 6 pm Clyde Austin 4-H Lodge
 
Please note that this is the 3rd  Tuesday instead of the regular 2nd Tuesday 
meeting date!

Minutes respectfully submitted by Heather Youngblood, BSMGA Secretary



 


